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In our POLS 1100 class, a survey was taken during the first week of class.  In this survey we answered questions about our knowledge of our local representatives, as well as our knowledge of our national leaders.  Also in this survey were yes/no questions regarding a few controversial political subjects; the answers to the questions seemed to be revealing as to the youth of the class, and the “I don’t care” attitude that the general public seems to carry with them.   I came to the conclusion that the class is comes out ahead narrowly as a liberal class, followed closely by the more conservative classmates.
	The most surprising results were those of the knowledge of our local government.  The percentage of those who knew names of our representatives, Senators, and Governor was only between 16-26%.  These results show how uninvolved the youth is in the local government.  If the younger citizens genuinely cared about the politics, laws, and community that affects them on a daily basis, we would have a greater knowledge of these people who make decisions for us every single day.
	Three topics were split almost right down the middle.  The first, regarding tax cuts.  Should we promote additional tax cuts to stimulate the economy?  I interpret the results as not knowing the right answer, and giving our best guess as to what may help.  The economy is the worst that our generation has ever seen, and no one can seem to find the right answer.  The second of the closely divided topics was on immigration policy.  This seems to be one of the more heated issues, especially in the state that we live in.  We have a large population with minorities.  There are many who believe that solid jobs may be being lost to those who do not have correct legal paperwork to be here, which can result in no taxes being paid also.  There may also be a problem with other local resources being drained by those who are here illegally.  But there are also those who don’t believe it is a problem, and if we allow them to all go through the correct steps, we can help them to correctly pay taxes and not drain the resources.   The last subject is regarding global warming.  This is another subject that I think not very many people are very educated about, bringing the split opinions.  We tend to listen to a lot of propaganda, and believe what we hear on TV, radio, and the internet.  There are not too many people who research thoroughly to form their opinions. 
	Two subjects were very one-sided.  The first issue is regarding our 1st Amendment.  79% of our class believes that we cannot relax the amendments to fight terrorism.  This shows a more conservative side to our class, revealing that our constitution is one part that this class largely agrees upon fighting for.  The second question is should law abiding citizens have the right to keep and bear arms?  95% of our class answered yes.  Again, this shows our class’s tendency to want to stand by our constitution without amending those rights.  
	The remaining subjects were favored on one side only slightly.  It seems to me, after reading through all of the questions and answers that this class has a tendency to lean towards the liberal side.  Even though some of the most one sided opinions want to never change the constitution, the remaining questions that were slightly one sided seem to be liberal choices.  I think that this shows that many people in the class would like to see some change as to how government is run today, but without changing those rights which we all hold so dear.   
	Having noted that the majority of the class seems to be liberal, the majority and minority are very close in numbers.  One thing that make this country such an amazing place to live, is that we are free to have our own opinions, and let our messages be heard through our representatives as well as our right to vote.  It still amazes me, though, the number of people who still do not choose to vote or write to their representatives.  That is the foundation of our country.  We cannot expect change, or things to stay the same if we do not speak up, and allow others to voice their opinion.  Along with this responsibility comes the obligation to educate ourselves on the people who run our country and those who run our local governments.  Without the knowledge of these issues, and the people making our decisions, we fail to complete our task of letting our voices be heard.  This course is extremely helpful, especially with the average age of our class being 21 years old.  Hopefully those young students can learn that our opinions can only be heard if we choose to make them be heard.  
